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L

Summary of Public Financing
of Campaigns for 2006 Candidates for General Office

Eligibility:

To be eligible for matching public funds the candidate must comply with the following:

A.

Must be a candidate for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State,
General Treasurer, or Attorney General (general offices) of the State of Rhode
Island (17-25-19).

Candidate must agree to abide by the limitations on the total amount of campaign
contributions and expenditures that, for 2006, amount to $1,962,000 for Governor
and $490,000 for all other general offices (17-25-19).

Must be the nominee of a political party as defined in 17-1-2 (9) or an
independent candidate (i.e. candidates not nominated by a political party as
defined in 17-1-2 (9)). The independent candidate must also meet the following
additional requirements (17-25-19, 17-25-22):

1. Raise an amount in qualified private contributions equal to 20% of the
total amount eligible to be matched for election to the office sought (17-
25-20 (6), 17-25-22).

2. Receive private contributions from a minimum of 250 individuals
contributing at least $25 each (17-25-20 (6), 17-25-22).

3. Comply with all nomination provisions in Title 17 of the Rhode Island
General Laws and qualify to be placed on the general election ballot (17-
25-20 (6), 17-25-22).

Candidate must, at the time he/she becomes a candidate as defined in 17-25-3 (2),
sign a statement under oath (Form MPF-1) pledging to comply with the
Jimitations on campaign contributions and expenditures and all other terms and
conditions in the public finance laws as set forth in Chapter 25 of Title 17 of the
General Laws of Rhode Island and may not withdraw from his or her obligation to
abide by these restrictions. Any candidate who fails to file such a statement will
be ineligible for matching funds (17-25-19, 17-25-20 (1), 17-25-22).
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II.

Limitations on contributions and expenditures:

A candidate for governor who elects to participate in matching public funds (MPFs) will
not receive or expend for election purposes more than a total of $1,962,000 in public and
private funds in an election cycle. A candidate for general office other than governor who
elects to participate in MPFs will not receive or expend for election purposes more than a
total of $490,000 in public and private funds in an election cycle (17-25-20 (2)). An
election cycle is usually the 48 month period commencing on January 1 of odd numbered
years and ending on December 31 of even numbered years (17-25-3 (5)).

A.

Increase in limits for candidates who have primaries:

Any candidate for general office who is challenged for nomination in a political
party primary is allowed to raise and expend an additional amount of private funds
equal to one-third (1/3) of the maximum allowable expenditure amount ($654,000
for governor and $163,333 for other general offices) or the total amount spent by
said candidate’s opponent or opponents in said primary, whichever amount is
less. The additional amounts received must be expended prior to the primary
election. The additional private contributions are not eligible for matching public
funds (17-25-21).

Increase in limits in certain cases where opponent does not elect to receive
public funds:

Any eligible candidate who elects to receive public funds whose opponent in an
clection does not elect to receive public funds is allowed to raise additional
private contributions and make additional expenditures for election purposes. The
additional amount allowed is equal to the amount by which the expenditures of
the opponent exceed the maximum allowable expenditure limit that would have
applied had the opponent elected to receive public funds (17-25-24).

Certain costs not counted toward limitation and expenditure limits:

Direct costs incurred in connection with raising campaign funds on behalf of a
candidate are not counted for the purposes of the limitation on expenditures.
Direct costs include the costs of printing and mailing invitations to fundraising
events, solicitations for contributions, costs of hosting fundraising events and
travel to those events. Direct costs do not include any portion of the salary or
wages of campaign employees nor the cost of any radio, television or print
advertisement. To qualify for this exclusion, the cost of the fundraising event
must be less than the amount of money realized from the gross proceeds of said
event. (17-25-20 (4))
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